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“Ladies’ Day & Syndicate Sunday”, 21st July 2019 
A collaboration between the RSA and Stratford-on-Avon Racecourse 

Q&A for Members of the RSA 

 
1. What Is Syndicate Sunday and Where Did the Idea Come From? 
 
Syndicate Sunday is a new concept that has been developed by the RSA Committee as one initiative to raise 
the overall profile of the RSA while actively promoting the benefits of syndication run by professional 
syndicators.  Linking up with a racecourse and badging the day accordingly provides an excellent vehicle for a 
wide range of promotional and marketing activities relating to syndication. 
 
2. Why Was Stratford Selected as the Racecourse to Trial the Concept? 
 
We wanted to develop the approach during the summer months and to launch it at a central, easily accessible 
racecourse at a weekend.  The management team at Stratford were very positive about the idea and have 
offered a wide range of promotional opportunities and owner benefits, at low cost to the RSA.  It is a very 
syndicate-friendly racecourse and already has close links with many syndicators, as well as the syndicates and 
racing clubs organised by trainers 
 
3. What Are the Specific Objectives of Syndicate Sunday? 
 
There are four specific objectives that we are striving to achieve: 
 

• Develop and convert the concept of Syndicate Sunday into reality with a willing racecourse partner. 

• Give the RSA as much visibility as possible through TV, press, advance publicity, mail drops and social 
media activity. 

• Through the promotional campaign, encourage trainers who organise their own syndicates as well as 
non-RSA syndicators to join the RSA. 

• Make racegoers and TV viewers more aware of how straightforward it is to join a syndicate and 
encourage them to get involved. 

 
4. How Will It Be Promoted and Organised? 

 
Detailed planning between the RSA and Stratford is well advanced and the intention is to have a ten-week 
promotional campaign from the middle of May, fully supported by their marketing agency.  This includes 
briefings to Racecourse Media Group and Racing TV;  extensive email postings to syndicators, trainers, 
journalists and racegoers;  a full suite of promotional materials including coverage in earlier racecards;  a bank 
of social media content and images being regularly released through Facebook, Instagram and Twitter;  and 
personal briefings to the trainers and syndicators who regularly support Stratford. 

 
5. What Is the Race Programme and the Prize-Money on the Day? 
 
Stratford-on-Avon Racecourse offers well above average National Hunt prize-money throughout the summer, 
as illustrated by the proposed seven races for the day.   
 

• Handicap Steeplechase, Class 2, 4yo and upwards, 2m 1f, race value £22,500. 

• Handicap Hurdle, Class 3, 4yo and upwards, 0-130, 3m 2½f, race value £12,200. 
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• Novices’ Hurdle, Class 3, 4yo and upwards, 2m ½f, race value £10,400. 

• Mares’ Handicap Hurdle, Class 4, 4yo and upwards, 2m 2½f, race value £10,249. 

• Novices’ Handicap Steeplechase, Class 4, 4yo and upwards, 2m 3½f, race value £9,297. 

• Open NH Flat Race, Class 4, 4, 5 and 6yo, 2m ½f, race value £6,000. 

• Selling Hurdle, Class 5, 4yo and upwards, 2m 2½f, race value £6,916. 
 
The novices’ handicap chase is going to be named The RSA “Join a Syndicate” Novices’ Handicap Chase, and 
there will be additional prizes if it is won by a syndicate. 

 
6. Why Should I Send Horses to Stratford for Syndicate Sunday? 
 
We’re hoping that RSA members with NH horses will give serious consideration to supporting the day and 
through that, promoting both the RSA and their own syndicates.  We all know the importance of offering 
competitive racing to the public, and by working closely with Stratford we’re endeavouring to increase field 
sizes, with syndicator support being an important element.  It will also be a great opportunity for syndicate 
managers to meet and socialise with each other and participate in the extra hospitality being provided. 

 
7. Are There Any Additional Owner Benefits if I Have a Runner on the Day? 

 
Yes indeed.  Stratford have been very generous and are committed to making it an enjoyable day to remember 
for all syndicates which participate in the raceday.  These benefits include: 
 

• The normal allocation of badges is six for a syndicate, and it will be increased to ten. 

• A special syndicate O&T facility will be available in the Pavilion with complimentary food, and also a 
complimentary drink on arrival for syndicate members. 

• Additional mementos will be offered for the novices’ handicap chase if it is won by a syndicate horse. 

• All syndicate members and their friends will have a special, numbered O&T badge to help identification 
for various competitions and prizes being organised throughout the day.  For example there will be 
scratch cards offering free entrance tickets, meals and racecards;  a “best selfie” competition for Ladies’ 
Day, which is being organised at the same time as Syndicate Sunday;  a prize draw and silent auction;  a 
syndicate member will be involved in the “best turned out” prize for one of the races and also present 
a trophy to owners in another race;  and there will also be a “best dressed syndicate lady” competition 
with a valuable prize. 

 
8. Can I Promote My Syndicate Business on the Day? 

 
Yes.  Any member of the RSA can advertise free of charge in the Stratford racecard on 21st July.  If there is 
significant demand for advertisements from syndicators and trainers, Stratford may produce a special souvenir 
edition which would be of higher quality than normal.  Any RSA member can promote itself on the RSA trade 
stand which will be manned throughout the raceday afternoon and positioned at a convenient and well-sited 
location. 

 
9. Will There Be a Similar Day on the Flat? 

 
We’re hoping to work with a Flat course on a similar concept later in the year, and this will be discussed at the 
next RSA Committee meeting in early June.  We will provide details as soon as we have them. 

 
10. If I Want to Discuss Any Aspect of the Day, Whom Do I Contact? 
 
Jon Hughes, who organises Owners for Owners and is on the Committee of the RSA, is working closely with 
Ilona Barnett at Stratford-on-Avon Racecourse.  He is more than prepared to answer any questions and would 
also welcome any ideas and suggestions for making the day a success.  His phone number is 01451-850780 or 
email jon@ownersforowners.co.uk.   


